Brief review of my background and future goals
Babak Jahanshahi

Latest education background

Master of Spatial, Transport and Environmental Economics, Free University of Amsterdam, Sep 2009

Current status and affiliation

| have recently graduated from Free University of Amsterdam and am currently working on publishing
the findings from my Master thesis in a scientific journal. | am also applying for several PhD positions in
Transportation Economics to start my PhD in fall 2010.

Motivation letter

Looking for opportunity to start my PhD study, | am intending in continuing my research study on Road
Pricing. In more general aspect, | am strongly interested in doing research, reviewing different
literatures and trying to find new relationship among various economical and social phenomena. |
specifically found mathematical and statistical modeling techniques for analyzing the transport
economics and travelers' behavior and its linkage with social and economical aspects very challenging
and at the same time enjoyable. By working as academics, | do hope to fulfill this interest by selecting
research for my future professional life.

This summer school provides the unique opportunity for me to make connection with well known and
respective researchers as well as my fellow students in my field of interest and learn more about their
activities and research interests.
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Nationality
Date of birth

Objective

Education

From September
2008 to August 2009

From September
2004
to October 2007

From September
2000
to June 2004

Grants

2008

Iranian
20/06/1981

To obtain a position that will enable me to use my strong organizational skills, educational background,
and ability to work well with people.

Master of Science in Spatial, Transport and Environmental Economics.
VU University of Amsterdam, Faculty of Economics and Business Administration.
Main subjects:

=  Microeconomics for  Spatial = Advance Method for Applied
Policy Spatial Economic Research
=  Regional and Urban Economics =  Transport Economics
= GIS = Research Project Spatial
Economics

Master of Arts in Economic of Development and Planning, awarded with Distinction.
University of Tehran, Faculty of Economics.

Main subjects:
= Advanced Econometrics =  Advance Microeconomics
=  Advanced Macroeconomics =  Economical Planning

=  Economic Development

Bachelor in Economics.
University of Shiraz, Department of Economics.

Winning Free University of Amsterdam scholarship to cover living expenses for the current Master Course



2007

2007

Professional
experiences

2004- 2007

Achieving distinction in my Master course at Tehran University

Achieving financial prize for doing my master thesis at Tehran University

Urban Economic advisor. At Farnahad Consultant Engineers Company (Part time), Tehran, Iran.

Examining the literatures on the urban economy
Defining the methodology of the study
Collecting relative data
Modelling and analysing the data
=  Participating in organizing and writing the technical and final reports
Job Description:

|}
|}
|}
|}
involved over this period are:

Khoramabad.

which should be considered for planning for the future.

and determine a set of economical goals and the main activities required to gain the goals.

| was working in urban planning sector of the company in a team with professionals in urban planning and
design, social, geographical and economic science. My responsibilities include examining the literatures on
the urban economy, defining the methodology of the study, collecting relative data and modelling and
analysing the data as well as participating in organizing and writing the technical and final reports. Over this
time | became familiar with the concept and the practical issues in urban and spatial economics. This made
me interested in increasing the depth of my knowledge on the topic so | applied for the Master course on
spatial economics and transport at VU University Amsterdam. Some of the main projects in which | was

= Study the economic issues of Khoramabad (a city in the centre of Iran) with the aim of defining a
set of goals and practical actions for improving the economic indicators (e.g. Unemployment rate,
Residents' income and economic status efc), Client: Rehabilitation of Historical context of

= Study the economic issues in khaghani area (a problematic area in the centre of Tehran) Phase 1,
as the part of "Tehran Municipality plan for developing the problematic areas in Tehran", Client:
Municipality of Tehran, Methodology: qualitative/quantitative approach including interviewing with
residents and statistical modelling to clarify the main parameters which explain the economic status
(e.g. wage, housing qualities etc) of the residents. The combination of qualitative approach, such
as employing SWOT table, and quantitative methods such as using regression to model the effect
of various factors on the residential satisfaction are used for this study to extract the main factors

= Study the Mohamadiyeh Region, near the city of Qazvin to investigate its economical prospective



2005- 2007

2006- 2008

Publications
And Research

2009

2008

Research Assistant. At Tehran University.

= Aqualitative research study to determine the definitions and usage of LMI "labour market
information"
= Study of the determinants which affect the level of industrial productivity in Iran at macro and
micro environment.
Job Description:
The Department of Economics of Tehran University is conducting some of the major research projects in the

country. Working with a group of students, | have been involved in some of these research projects under the
supervision of Dr Sobhani. Followings are the list of the main projects in which | was involved:

= A qualitative research study to determine the definitions and usage of LMI "labor market
information” in developed and developing countries and to compare those with the limited work
being done in Iran in order to improve the efficiency of usage of LMI in Iran.

= Study of the determinants which affect the level of industrial productivity in Iran at macro and micro
environment. This research formed part of my final Master thesis at Tehran University.

Lecturer. At “Iran Industrial Research Centre”, Qazvin, Iran.

= Teaching microeconomics and development economic for undergraduate management students.

Master Thesis:

The Effect of Transit Fare Subsidies in Reducing Externalities Caused by Automobiles:
A discrete choice analysis for the Netherlands, VU University Amsterdam. Link:
http://www.ubvu.vu.nl/scripties/fulltext/27 1833820.pdf

Master Thesis:
Investigating the major economic indexes on productivity in industrial sector, Tehran University.

Description:

This thesis involved in reviewing a comprehensive literatures on the concept of productivity in different
approaches (e.g. Historical, Classical and Neo classical schools) and in the role of the basic elements
(i.e. culture and religious) on improving the productivity indexes (i.e. TFP) in the successful countries such
as Japan and West Europeans. The main economic indicators (e.g. investments in human resource,
wage, export, import etc) are identified based on the literature review. The dependent variable is decided
to be “Total Factor Productivity”. The panel modeling approach is then used to estimate changes in TFP
based on changes in independent variables (e.g. Wage, Number of labor, import export ratio).




A qualitative study to examine the usage of LMI "labor market information” in Iran, Client: The Economic

2006-2008 Department of Tehran University.

2007 Examining Good Urban Government Index, An article published in "Jostarhay e Sharsazi", an urban
planning and design Journal in Iran.

2007 | HDI: definition and trend in Iran, An Article published in "Iran Newspaper" in Iran.

2006 | The history of World Bank and its activities in Iran, An Article published in "Tadbir Newspaper" in Iran.

Language skills
Farsi: mother tongue.

English: fluent.
1 year Master Programme taught in English.

Arabic: Beginner

IT skills

Good Knowledge of:

Microsoft Office package
Limdep/NLogit for estimating discrete choice models

WARDROP software (Equilibrium assignment software using in network analysis)
Eviews and Stata (Two Econometric software)

ArcGIS (Geographical (GIS) Software)

Other Activities = Organizer and leader of several trips to various cities and attractive places in Iran for Economic
and Department Students at Tehran University and the employees of Farnahad Company.

= Member of swimming society of Shiraz University
Interest = Member of film society of Shiraz University




My research background

2009: Recently | have done my Master thesis under the supervision of Prof Dr.E.T.Verhoef on the effect
of subsidizing public transport on travelers’ behavior. This study aimed at evaluating the scale to which
various income groups respond to subsidizing public transport fares. The methodology involved
employing discrete choice modeling technique to estimate a Logit model of mode choice based on the
comprehensive existing stated preference dataset. The model was estimated by using Limdep/NLogit
software for 4 income groups and their cost and time elasticity was compared against each other.

2008: My Master thesis at Tehran University on "Investigating the major economic indexes on
productivity in industrial sector” involved in reviewing a comprehensive literatures on the concept of
productivity in different schools (e.g. Historical, Classical and Neo classical schools) and in the role of the
basic elements (i.e. culture and religious) on improving the productivity indexes (i.e. TFP) in the
successful countries such as Japan and West Europeans. The main economic indicators (e.g. investments
in human resource, wage, export, import etc) are identified based on a comprehensive literature review.
The dependent variable is set to be “Total Factor Productivity”. The panel modeling approach is then
used for estimating changes in TFP based on changes in independent variables (e.g. Wage, Number of
labor, import export ratio).

Career Plans

| am strongly interested in doing research, reviewing different literatures and trying to find new
relationship among various economical and social phenomena. | specifically found mathematical and
statistical modeling techniques for analyzing the transport economics and travelers' behavior and its
linkage with social and economical aspects very challenging and at the same time enjoyable. By working
as academics, | do hope to fulfill this interest by selecting research for my future professional life.

Supervisor

| am currently applying for a PhD course. The contact detail of my Master supervisor is: Professor Erik
Verhoef

Referee

Professor Erik T Verhoef, Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, Vu University Amsterdam,
De Boelelaan 1105, 1081 HV Amsterdam

Professor Jos van Ommeren, Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, Vu University
Amsterdam, De Boelelaan 1105, 1081 HV Amsterdam

Intended presentation

Does Transit Fare Subsidies succeed in reducing externalities caused by automobile?



Abstract:
Various policies including transit fare policy, fuel taxes and congestion charging is applied in many cities

around the world to mitigate automobile-caused externalities (pollution, congestion, noise, parking
externalities and accident). Evaluating the effectiveness of these policies and the parameters which have
important role to play for their success could pave the way for appropriate decision by decision makers.

The focal point of this study is to evaluate the effectiveness of subsidizing public transport fares on
various income groups as one of the transport monitory policies to encourage travelers to switch from
their private cars to the more sustainable one.

We developed a mode choice model using both multinomial and nested logit approaches based on an
available SP dataset for the Netherlands. Since the dataset includes three types of cars and one type of
train as available travelling modes, the elasticity of train demand with respect to its fare has been
estimated to understand the sensitivity of travelers to the policy of subsidizing public transport fares.

Nested logit estimation, which was shown to be the most relevant model in our study when compared
to the multinomial logit approach, indicates that the direct fare elasticity on the train is — 0.037% for
those in lowest income group. This is even less for the people in the highest (around 0.033%) and high
medium income group (0.019%). Therefore, our findings suggest that overall only a few travelers react
positively to subsidizing train’s fare



