Application for the 23rd ERSA Summer School 2010

I hereby apply for the 23rd ERSA Summer School. In the following pages I provide information about my
scientific and educational background as well as my motivation to participate in the summer school. Please
do not hesitate to contact me, if you have any questions or need any further information or documents.

PERSONAL DETAILS Name: Hans Henrik Sievertsen
Born: 1984 in Sgnderborg, Denmark

CoNTACT Department of Transport
Technical University of Denmark Mobile: (+45) 2965 8475
Bygningstorvet 116 Vest Tel: (+45) 4525 6500
2800 Kgs - Lyngby E-mail: hhs@transport.dtu.dk
Denmark WWW: www.hansh.dk
EDUCATION MSc. Economics (cand. polit) University of Copenhagen

e Graduation (expected) April 2010

o Reference: Prof. Peter Birch Sgrensen

MSc. Economics (with distinction) University of Warwick
e Graduated: November 2009

e Reference: Prof. Ben Lockwood

BSc. Economics University of Copenhagen
e Graduated: January 2008

o Reference: Prof. Peter Birch Sgrensen

CURRENT WORK Research assistant at the Technical University of Denmark

e Reserach project on the links between transport infrastructure and competitiveness.
Reference: Senior Researcher Ole Kveiborg:

MOTIVATION I am currently engaged in a project that seeks to identify the existing and non-existing

research on the causal links between transport infrastructure and competitiveness. A
correlation between economic development and transport infrastructure is observable.
During the last decades several studies have worked on analyzing the direct links,
nevertheless consensus is not definite. We seek to investigate what is known and what
is not known about possible causal links. We are not only interested in proving a link,
but also through which mechanisms these links operate and under which circumstances
they can occur.
The key to understand these mechanisms is, in my believe, to understand the region-
al development in relationship to infrastructure networks. The 23rd ERSA summer
school is a unique chance to gain knowledge from and interact with both young and
experienced researchers on regional development. I hope to get the chance to discuss,
share and learn from and with research colleagues, in this exceptional setting. My re-
search is intended to continue into a Ph.d. program this autumn, and I believe that
the ERSA summer school would be an excellent start of my Ph.d.
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http://www.warwick.ac.uk/go/economics
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/staff/academic/lockwood/
http://www.econ.ku.dk
http://www.econ.ku.dk/pbs/
http://www.transport.dtu.dk/English/About%20DTU%20Transport/Staff.aspx?lg=showcommon&id=38998&type=person

SCIENTIFIC WORK  January 2010 - Current: Research asisstant, Technical University of Denmark
e Employed in the section of transport economics, working on a project on the
causal link from infrastructure investment and competitiveness.
September 2009 - January 2010: Teaching asisstant, University of Copenhagen
e Teaching assistant in microeconomics for second year undergraduate students
at the Department of Economics.
May 2009 - November 2009: Research asisstant, University of Oslo
e Employed on the project: The Consumption Value of Higher Education

September 2007- January 2008: Teaching asisstant, Copenhagen Business School
e Teaching assistant in microeconomics for first year undergraduate students at
the Department of Economics.
December 2006 - August 2008: Research asisstant, Danish Ministry of Finance
e Maintenance and development of the tax model in the department of labour
economics.
May 2005 - December 2006: Research asisstant, Confederation of Danish Industry

e Employed in the department of transport policy, working with infrastructure
development in Scandinavia.

PUBLICATIONS The Consumption Value of Higher Education, 2009, CESifo Working Paper Series
No. 2871, with Annette Alstadsater
The exploitation of Talent, 2008, Danish Journal of Economics 146(3), with Nicolaj
Allan Christiansen
How to make dataplots with Pstricks, 2008, Tex User Group
CAREER PLANS I am currently formulating a Ph.d. project in quantitative economics, within the field
of evaluation of how infrastructure affects regional and national development.
SUPERVISOR The current project: "Infrastructure investment and competitiveness" is supervised
by: Senior Researcher, Ole Kveiborg.
REFERENCES
Current project supervisor Master thesis supervisor
Senior Researcher Ole Kveiborg Professor Peter Birch Sgrensen
Department of Transport Department of Economics
Technical University of Denmark University of Copenhagen
Bygningstorvet 116 Vest Studiestraede 6
2800 Kgs - Lyngby 1455 Copenhagen K
Denmark Denmark
Tel: (+45) 4525 6554 Tel: (+45) 3532 3015
E-mail: ok@transport.dtu.dk E-mail: Peter.Birch.Sorensen@econ.ku.dk
Personal Homepage Personal Homepage
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http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1521425
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1521425
http://www.hansh.dk/work/nat08.pdf
http://www.hansh.dk/work/nat08.pdf
http://tug.org/PSTricks/doc/dataplot-guide.pdf
http://www.transport.dtu.dk/
http://www.econ.ku.dk/pbs/
http://www.dtu.dk/
http://www.ku.dk
mailto:ok@transport.dtu.dk
mailto: Peter.Birch.Sorensen@econ.ku.dk
http://www.dtu.dk/inst/DTU%20Transport/English/Service/Phonebook.aspx?lg=showcommon&id=38998&type=person
http://www.econ.ku.dk/pbs/

PRESENTATION

Title: "Infrastructure and regional competitiveness: What do we know, what do we
need to know. "

Academic research on the importance of public transport infrastructure for economic
development and growth is solid. Both theoretically and empirically there seems to be
consensus, that public infrastructure is a necessary condition for economic performance
of a region. But why is it important? What do we know about the causal links between
transport infrastructure and economic performance of a region. How do we measure
economic performance, good infrastructure and under which circumstances can good
infrastructure increase the competitiveness of a region? I seek to identify the existing
knowledge and especially the non-existing knowledge on the causal links from transport
infrastructure to competitiveness.
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